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**** House Resol ution No. ****
| ntroduced By ¥k kkhkkhkkikkikk )k kkk%k

By Request of the ***xx*xxx

A Resolution of the House of Representatives of the State of

Mont ana adopting the house rul es.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the foll owi ng House Rul es be adopt ed:

RULES OF THE MONTANA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
CHAPTER 1
Adm ni stration

H10- 10. House officers -- definitions. (1) House officers
i nclude a Speaker, a Speaker pro tenpore, ngjority and mnority
| eaders, and majority and mnority whips (section 5-2-221, MCA)

(2) A nmjority of representatives voting elects the Speaker
and Speaker pro tenpore fromthe House nmenbership. A mgjority of
each caucus voting nom nates House nenbers to the remaining
of fices, and those nom nees are considered to have been el ected
by a majority vote of the House.

(3) (a) "Mpjority leader” neans the | eader of the nmpjority
party, elected by the caucus as provided in 5-2-221.

(b) "Majority party" means the party with the nost nenbers,
subj ect to subsection (4).

(c) "Mnority |leader"” neans the | eader of the mnority
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party, elected by the caucus as provided in 5-2-221.

(d) "Mnority party" nmeans the party with the second nost
menbers, subject to subsection (4).

(4) If there are an equal nunber of nenbers of the two
parties with the nost nenbers, then the majority party is the
party of the Speaker and the mnority party is the other party
wi th an equal nunber of nenbers.

H10- 20. Speaker's duties. (1) The Speaker is the presiding
of ficer of the House, with authority for adm nistration, order,
decorum and the interpretation and enforcenent of rules in al
House del i berati ons.

(2) The Speaker shall see that all nenbers conduct
thenselves in a civil manner in accordance with accepted
standards of parlianentary conduct. The Speaker may, when
necessary, order the Sergeant-at-Arns to clear the aisles and
seat the menbers of the House so that business nay be conducted
in an orderly manner.

(3) Signs, placards, or other objects of a simlar nature
are not permtted in the roons, |obby, gallery, or on the floor
of the House. The Speaker nmay order the galleries, |obbies, or
hal | way cleared in case of disturbance or disorderly conduct.

(4) The Speaker shall sign all necessary certifications by
t he House, including enrolled bills and resolutions, journals
(section 5-11-201, MCA), subpoenas, and payrolls.

(5) The Speaker shall arrange the agendas for second and
third readi ngs each |l egislative day. Representatives may anend
t he agendas as provided in H40-130.
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(6) The Speaker is the chief officer of the House, with
authority for all House enpl oyees.

(7) The Speaker may nane any nenber to performthe duties
of the chair. |If the House is not in session and the Speaker pro
tenpore is not avail able, the Speaker shall nanme a nenber who
shall call the House to order and preside during the Speaker's
absence.

(8) Upon request of the Mnority Leader, the Speaker will
submt a request for a fiscal note on any bill.

H10- 30. Speaker-elect. During the transition period between
the party organi zati on caucuses and the el ection of House
of ficers, the Speaker-elect has the responsibilities and
authority appropriate to organi ze the House (section 5-2-202,
MCA) . Authority includes approving presession expenditures.

H10- 40. Speaker pro tenpore duties. The Speaker pro tenpore
shall, in the absence or inability of the Speaker, call the House
to order and performall other duties of the chair in presiding
over the deliberations of the House and shall perform ot her
duties and exercise other responsibilities as may be assi gned by
t he Speaker.

H10-50. Majority Leader. The primary functions of the
majority |eader usually relate to floor duties. The duties of the
majority | eader may include but are not |limted to:

(1) being the | ead speaker for the majority party during
f1 oor debat es;

(2) hel ping the Speaker devel op the cal endar;

(3) assisting the Speaker with program devel opnent, policy
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and policy decisions; and

presi ding over the majority caucus neetings; and

(5) other duties as assigned by the caucus.

H10-60. Majority Wiip. The duties of the majority whip may

include but are not limted to:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

assisting the majority | eader;

ensuring menber attendance;

counting votes;

general ly conmmuni cating the majority position; and

ot her duties as assigned by the caucus.

H10-70. Mnority Leader. The mnority |eader is the

pri nci pal

| eader of the mnority caucus. The duties of the

mnority | eader may include but are not limted to:

(1)
(2)
(3)
floor;
(4)
(5)

devel oping the mnority position;
negotiating with the majority party;

directing mnority caucus activities on the chanber

| eadi ng debate for the mnority; and

ot her duties as assigned by the caucus.

H10-80. Mnority Wiip. The major responsibilities for the

mnority whip may include but are not limted to:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

assisting the mnority | eader on the fl oor;
counting votes;
ensuring attendance of mnority party nenbers; and

ot her duties as assigned by the caucus.

H10- 90. Enpl oyees. (1) The Speaker shall appoint a Chief

Clerk and Sergeant-at-Arns and nay appoint a Chapl ain, subject to
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confirmation of the House (section 5-2-221, MCA)

(2) The Speaker shall enpl oy necessary staff or del egate
that function to the enpl oyees designated in subsection (1).

(3) The secretary for a standing or select conmttee is
generally responsible to the commttee chair but shall work under
the direction of the Chief O erk.

(4) The Speaker and majority and mnority | eaders nay each
appoint a private secretary.

H10- 100. Chief Cerk's duties. The Chief Cerk, under the
supervi sion of the Speaker, is the chief adm nistrative officer
of the House and is responsible to:

(1) supervise all House enpl oyees;

(2) bhave custody of all records and docunents of the House;

(3) supervise the handling of legislation in the House, the
House journal, and other House publications; deliver to the
Secretary of State at the close of each session the House
journal, bill and resolution records, and all original House
bills and joint resolutions; collect mnutes and exhibits from
all House conmttees and subcomm ttees and arrange to have them
printed on archival paper and copied in an el ectronic format
within a reasonable tine after each neeting. An el ectronic copy
will be provided to the Legislative Services Division and the
State Law Li brary of Mntana. The archival paper copy wll be
delivered to the Montana Historical Society.

H10- 110. Duties of Sergeant-at-Arns. The Sergeant-at-Arns
shal | :

(1) under the direction of the Speaker and the Chief d erk,
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have charge of and maintain order in the House, its | obbies,
gal l eries, and hallways and all other roonms in the Capitol
assigned for the use of the House;

(2) be present whenever the House is in session and at any
other tinme as directed by the presiding officer;

(3) execute the commands of the House and serve the wits
and processes issued by the authority of the House and directed
by the Speaker;

(4) supervise assistants to the Sergeant-at-Arnms, who shal
aid in the performance of prescribed duties and who have the sane
authority, subject to the control of the Speaker;

(5) clear the floor and anteroom of the House of al
persons not entitled to the privileges of the floor prior to the
conveni ng of each session of the House;

(6) bring in absent nenbers when so directed under a cal
of the House;

(7) enforce the distribution of any printed matter in the
House chanbers and anteroomin accordance w th H20-70;

(8) enforce parking regulations applicable to areas of the
Capi tol conpl ex under the control of the House;

(9) supervise the doorkeeper; and

(10) supervise the pages.

H10- 120. Legislative aides. (1) Alegislative aide is a
person specifically designated by a representative to assist that
representative in performng |egislative duties. A representative
may sponsor one | egislative aide a session by witten
notification to the Sergeant-at-Arns.

6 LC HRO1
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(2) No representative may designate a second | egislative
aide in the sane session wthout the approval of the House Rul es
Commi tt ee.

(3) A legislative aide nmust be of |egal age unless
ot herwi se approved by the House Rules Comm ttee.

(4) The Sergeant-at-Arns shall issue distinctive
identification tags to legislative aides. The cost nust be paid
by the sponsoring representative.

H10- 140. House journal. (1) The House shall keep a journal,
which is the official record of House actions (Montana
Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 10). The journal nust be prepared
under the direction of the Speaker.

(2) Records of the follow ng proceedi ngs nust be entered on
t he j our nal

(a) the taking and subscription of the constitutional oath
by representatives (Montana Constitution, Art. I1l, Sec. 3;

5- 2-214);

(b) conmttee reports;

(c) nessages fromthe Governor;

(d) nessages fromthe Senate;

(e) wevery notion, the nane of the representative presenting
it, and its disposition;

(f) the introduction of legislation in the House;

(g) consideration of |egislation subsequent to
i ntroducti on;

(h) on final passage of |egislation, the nanes of the
representatives and their vote on the question (Montana
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Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 11);

(i) roll call votes; and

(Jj) upon a request by two representatives before a vote is
taken, the nanmes of the representatives and their votes on the
guesti on.

(3) The Chief Cerk shall provide to the Legislative
Services Division such informati on as nay be required for the
publication of the daily journal.

(4) Any representative may exanm ne the daily journal and
propose corrections. The Speaker may direct a correction to be
made when suggested subject to objection by the House.

(5) The Speaker shall authenticate the House journal after
the close of the session (section 5-11-201, MCA

(6) The Legislative Services Division shall publish and
di stribute the House journal (sections 5-11-202 and 5-11-203,
MCA). The title of each bill nmust be listed in the index of the
publ i shed session journal.

H10- 150. Votes recorded and public. Every vote of each
representative on each substantive question in the House, in any
conmttee, or in Commttee of the Wole nust be recorded and nade
public (Mntana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 11).

H10- 160. Duration of legislative day. A legislative day ends
either 24 hours after the House convenes for that day or at the
time the House convenes for the follow ng |egislative day,
whi chever is earlier. (See Joint Rule 10-20.)

CHAPTER 2
Decor um

8 LC HRO1
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H20- 10. Addressing the House -- recognition. (1) Wen a
menber desires to speak to or address any natter to the House,

t he nenber should rise and respectfully address the Speaker or
the presiding officer.

(2) The Speaker or presiding officer may ask, "For what
pur pose does the nenber rise?" or "For what purpose does the
menber seek recognition?" and may then decide if recognition is
to be granted. There is no appeal fromthe Speaker's or
presiding officer's decision.

H20- 20. Questions of order and privilege -- appeal --
restrictions. (1) The Speaker shall decide all questions of order
and privilege, subject to an appeal by any representative
seconded by two representatives. The question on appeal is,
"Shall the decision of the chairman be sustai ned?".

(2) Responses to parliamentary inquiries and decisions of
recognition my not be appeal ed.

(3) Questions of order and privilege, in order of
precedence, are:

(a) those affecting the collective rights, safety, dignity,
and integrity of the House; and

(b) those affecting the rights, reputation, and conduct of
i ndi vi dual representatives.

(4) A nenber may not address the House on a question of
privil ege between the tinmne:

(a) an undebatable notion is offered and the vote is taken
on the notion;

(b) the previous question is ordered and the vote is taken

9 LC HRO1
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on the proposition included under the previous question; or

(c) anotionto lay on the table is offered and the vote is
t aken on the notion.

H20-30. Limts on |obbying. Lobbying on the House floor and
in the anteroomis prohibited during a daily session, 2 hours
before the session, and 2 hours after the session. A registered
| obbyi st is prohibited fromthe house fl oor.

H20-40. Admittance to the House floor. (1) The follow ng
persons may be admitted to the House floor during a daily
session: present legislators and forner |egislators who are not
regi stered | obbyists; |egislative enpl oyees necessary for the
conduct of the session; registered nedia representatives; and
menbers' spouses and children. The Speaker may al |l ow excepti ons
to this rule.

(2) Only a nenber may sit in a nenber's chair when the
House is in session.

H20-50. Dilatory notions or questions -- appeal. The House
has a right to protect itself fromdilatory notions or questions
used for the purpose of delaying or obstructing business. The
presiding officer shall decide if notions (except a call of the
House) or questions are dilatory. This decision nay be appeal ed
to the House.

H20- 60. Lobbyi ng by enpl oyees -- sanctions. (1) A
| egi sl ative enpl oyee or aide of either house is prohibited from
| obbyi ng, although a legislative commttee may request testinony
froma person so restricted.

(2) The Speaker may discipline or discharge any House

10 LC HRO1
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enpl oyee violating this prohibition. The Speaker nmay w thdraw t he
privileges of any House aide violating this prohibition.

H20- 70. Papers distributed on desks -- exception. A paper
concerni ng proposed | egislation may not be placed on
representatives' desks unless it is authorized by a nmenber and
per m ssion has been granted by the Speaker. The Sergeant-at-Arns
shall direct its distribution. This restriction does not apply to
mat eri al prepared by staff and placed on a representative's desk
at the request of the representative.

H20-80. Violation of rules -- procedure -- appeal. (1) If a
menber, in speaking or otherw se, violates the rules of the
House, the Speaker shall, or the majority or mnority | eader nay,
call the nenber to order, in which case the nenber called to
order nmust be seated i medi ately.

(2) The nenber called to order may nove for an appeal to
the House and if the notion is seconded by two nenbers, the
matter nust be submitted to the House for determ nation by
majority vote. The notion is nondebatabl e.

(3) If the decision of the House is in favor of the nmenber
called to order, the nenber may proceed. |If the decision is
agai nst the nenber, the nmenber may not proceed.

(4) If a nmenber is called to order, the matter may be
referred to the Rules Commttee by the majority or mnority
| eader. The Commttee may reconmend to the House that the nmenber
be censured or be subject to other action. The House shall act
upon the recommendation of the Commttee.

CHAPTER 3
11 LC HRO1
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Commi tt ees

H30- 10. House standing committees -- appointnents --
classification. (1) (a) The Speaker shall determ ne the tota
nunber of menbers and after good faith consultation with the
mnority | eader shall appoint the chairs, vice chairs, and
menbers to the standing committees.

(b) The mnority |l eader shall designate a mnority vice
chair for each standing commttee.

(2) The standing conmttees of the House are as foll ows:

(a) class one committees:

(1) Appropriations;

(ii) Business and Labor;

(ti1) Judiciary;

(iv) State Adm nistration; and

(v) Taxation;

(b) <class two committees:

(1) Educati on;

(i1i) federal Relations, Energy, and Tel ecomuni cati ons;

(ti1) Human Servi ces;

(iv) Natural Resources; and

(v) Transportation;

(c) class three committees:

(1) Agriculture;

(i) Fish, WIldlife, and Parks; and

(ii1) Local Governnent; and

(d) on call commttees:

(1) Ethics;

12 LC HRO1
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(ii) Rules; and

(tii) Legislative Adm nistration.

(3) Aclass 1 conmmittee is schedul ed to neet Monday t hrough
Friday. A class 2 conmttee is scheduled to neet Mnday,
Wednesday, and Friday. A class 3 conmttee is scheduled to neet
Tuesday and Thursday. Unless a class is prescribed for a
commttee, it neets upon the call of the chair.

(4) The Legislative Council shall review the workl oad of
the standing committees to determine if any change is indicated
in the class of a standing conmttee for the next |egislative
session. The Legislative Council's recomendati ons nust be
submtted to the | eadership nom nated or elected at the
presessi on caucus provided for in 5-2-201.

(5) There will be six subconmmttees of the Comrittee on
Appropriations, Education, Ceneral Governnent, Health and Human
Services, Natural Resources and Transportation, Judicial Branch,
Law Enforcenent, and Justice, and Long- Range Pl anni ng. Each
menber serving on the Appropriations Cormittee nust be appoi nted
to at | east one of the subcomittees.

(6) The Speaker shall give notice of each appointnent to
the Chief Clerk for publication.

(7) The Speaker may, in the Speaker's discretion or as
aut hori zed by the House, create and appoint select commttees,
designating the chairman and vice chairman of the sel ect
commttee. Select conmmttees may request or receive |egislation
in the sane manner as a standing commttee and are subject to the
rul es of standing conmttees.

13 LC HRO1
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H30-20. Chairman's duties. (1) The principal duties of
the chairman of standing or select conmttees are to:

(a) preside over neetings of the comrittee and to put al
guesti ons;

(b) maintain order and decide all questions of order
subj ect to appeal to the conmttee;

(c) supervise and direct staff of the commttee;

(d) have the conmittee secretary keep the official record
of the m nutes;

(e) sign reports of the conmttee and submt them pronptly
to the Chief derk;

(f) appoint subconmittees to performon a formal or an
i nformal basis as provided in subsection (2); and

(g) informthe Speaker of conmittee activity.

(2) Wth the exception of the House Appropriations
subconmi ttees, a subcommttee of a standing commttee may be
appoi nted by the chairman of the commttee. The chairman of the
standing comm ttee shall appoint the chairman of the
subcomm tt ee.

H30-30. Quorum-- officers as nenbers. (1) A quorumof a
committee is a majority of the menbers of the conmmttee. A
guorum of a conmittee nmust be present at a neeting to act
officially. A quorumof a conmttee may transact business, and a
majority of the quorum even though it is a mnority of the
conmittee, is sufficient for commttee action.

(2) The Speaker, the mpjority |eader, and the mnority
| eader are ex officio, nonvoting nmenbers of all House commttees.

14 LC HRO1
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They may count toward establishing a quorum

H30-40. Meetings -- purpose -- notice -- mnutes. (1) Al
nmeeti ngs of commttees nust be open to the public at all tines,
subj ect always to the power and authority of the chairman to
mai ntai n safety, order, and decorum The date, tinme, and pl ace
of conm ttee neetings nust be posted.

(2) A conmittee or subconmmttee may be assenbl ed for:

(a) a public hearing at which testinony is to be heard and
at which official action nay be taken on bills, resolutions, or
ot her matters;

(b) a formal neeting at which the commttees may di scuss
and take official action on bills, resolutions, or other matters
wi t hout testinony; or

(c) a work session at which the commttee may di scuss
bills, resolutions, or other matters but take no formal action.

(3) Al conmttees neet at the call of the chairman or upon
the request of a majority of the nmenbers of the commttee
directed to and with the approval of the Speaker.

(4) Al conmttees shall provide for and give public
notice, reasonably calculated to give actual notice to interested
persons, of the tine, place, and subject matter of regular and
special neetings. Al conmittees are encouraged to provide at
| east 3 legislative days notice to nenbers of commttees and the
general public. However, a neeting nay be held upon notice
appropriate to the circunstances.

(5 A conmittee may not neet during the tinme the House is
in session without |eave of the Speaker. Any nenber attending

15 LC HRO1
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such a neeting nmust be considered excused to attend busi ness of
t he House subject to a call of the House.

(6) Al neetings of commttees nust be recorded and the
m nutes nust be available to the public within a reasonable tine
after the neeting. The official record nmust contain at |east the
foll owi ng information:

(a) the time and place of each neeting of the conmttee;

(b) conmttee nmenbers present, excused, or absent;

(c) the nanmes and addresses of persons appearing before the
committee, whom each represents, and whether the person is a
proponent, opponent, or other wtness;

(d) all notions and their disposition;

(e) the results of all votes;

(f) references to the recording log, sufficient to serve as
an index to the original recording; and

(g) testinmony and exhibits submtted in witing.

H30-50. Procedures -- absentee or proxy voting -- nenber
privileges. (1) The chairman shall notify the sponsor of any
bill pending before the commttee of the tinme and place it wll
be consi der ed.

(2) A standing or select commttee may not take up referred
| egi sl ation unl ess the sponsor or one of the cosponsors is
present or unless the sponsor has given witten consent. The
chai rman shall attenpt to not schedule Senate bills while the
Senate is in session.

(3) (a) Subject to subsection (3)(b), the commttee shal
act on each bill in its possession:

16 LC HRO1
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(i) by reporting the bill out of the conmttee:

(A) with the reconmendation that it be referred to another
conmi ttee;

(B) favorably as to passage; or

(© unfavorably; or

(ii) by tabling the nmeasure in commttee.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (3)(c), at the witten

request of the sponsor nmade at | east 48 hours prior to a

schedul ed hearing, a bill may be w thdrawn by the sponsor w thout
a hearing. Abill may not be reported froma conmttee without a
heari ng.

(c) Abill may not be withdrawn by the sponsor after a
heari ng.

(4) The conmittee may not report a bill to the House

wi t hout recomrendati on.

(5) The conmittee may recommend that a bill on which it has
made a favorabl e recommendati on by unani nous vote be placed on
the consent calendar. Atie vote in a standing commttee on the
guestion of a recommendation to the whole House on a matter
before the commttee, for exanple on a question of whether a bil
is reconmended as "do pass” or "do not pass", does not result in
the matter passing out to the whole House for consideration
wi t hout recomrendati on.

(6) In reporting a neasure out of commttee, a committee
shall include in its report:

(a) the neasure in the formreported out;

(b) the recommendation of the commttee;

17 LC HRO1
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(c) an identification of all substantive changes; and

(d) a fiscal note, if required.

(7) If a nmeasure is withdrawmn froma conmttee and brought
to the House floor for debate on second reading on that day
wi thout a conmttee reconmendation, the bill does not include
anendnents fornally adopted by the commttee because committee
anendnents are nerely recomendations to the House that are
formal | y adopted when the conmttee report is accepted by the
House.

(8) A second to any notion offered in a commttee is not
required in order for the notion to be considered by the
conmittee.

(9) The vote of each nmenber on all conmittee actions nust
be recorded. Al notions nmay be adopted only on the affirmative
vote of a mpjority of the nenbers voting. Standing and sel ect
commttees may by a mpjority vote of the commttee authorize
menbers to vote by proxy if absent, while engaged in other
| egi sl ative busi ness or when excused by the presiding officer of
the commttee due to illness or an enmergency. Authorization for
absentee or proxy voting nust be reflected in the commttee
m nut es.

(10) A notion to take a bill fromthe table nmay be adopted
by the affirmative vote of a najority of the nenbers present at
any neeting of the conmttee.

(11) An action formally taken by a coormittee may not be
altered in the commttee except by reconsideration and further
formal action of the commttee.

18 LC HRO1
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(12) A conmittee may reconsider any action as long as the
matter remains in the possession of the conmttee. A conmittee
menber need not have voted with the prevailing side in order to
nove reconsi deration

(13) Any legislation requested by a conmttee requires
three-fourths of all nmenbers of the conmmttee to vote in favor of
the question to allow the conmttee to request the drafting or
i ntroduction of |egislation. Votes requesting drafting and
i ntroduction of conmttee |legislation nay be taken jointly or
separately.

(14) The chairman shall decide points of order.

(15) The privileges of commttee nmenbers include the
fol | ow ng:

(a) to participate freely in commttee di scussions and
debat e;

(b) to offer notions;

(c) to assert points of order and privilege;

(d) to question w tnesses upon recognition by the chairmn;

(e) to offer any anmendnent to any bill; and

(f) to vote, either by being present or by proxy if
aut hori zed pursuant to subsection (9), using a standard form or
t hrough the vice chairman or mnority vice chairmn.

(16) Any neeting of a commttee held through the use of
t el ephone or other el ectronic conmunication nust be conducted in
accordance with Chapter 3 of the House Rul es.

(17) A conmittee may consolidate into one bill any two or
nore related bills referred to it whenever |egislation nay be
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sinplified by the consolidation.

(18) Conmittee procedure nust be informal, but when any
guestions arise on conmttee procedure, the rules or practices of
t he House are applicable except as stated in the House Rul es.

H30-60. Public testinony -- decorum-- tine restrictions.
(1) Testinony from proponents, opponents, and informational
W t nesses nmust be allowed on every bill or resolution before a
standing or select conmmttee. Al persons, other than the
sponsor, offering testinony shall register on the conmmttee
witness |ist.

(2) Any person wishing to offer testinony to a conmttee
hearing a bill or resolution nust be given a reasonable
opportunity to do so, orally or in witing. Witten testinony
may not be required of any witness, but all wtnesses nust be
encouraged to submit a statenment in witing for the comrittee's
of ficial record.

(3) The chairman nmay order the commttee room cl eared of
visitors if there is disorderly conduct. During commttee
nmeetings, visitors may not speak unless called upon by the
chairman. Restrictions on tinme available for testinony nay be
announced.

(4) The nunber of people in a conmttee room may not exceed
t he maxi num posted by the State Fire Marshal. The chairnman shal
maintain that limt.

(5) In any commrittee neeting, the use of caneras,
television, radio, or any formof telecomunication equipnent is
al l oned, but the chairman nmay designate the areas of the hearing
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room from which the equi pnent nust be operated. Cell phone use is
allowed only at the discretion of the chairmn.

CHAPTER 4

Legi sl ation

H40- 10. Introduction deadlines. If a representative accepts
drafted legislation fromthe Legislative Services Division after
the deadline for preintroduction, the representative may not
introduce that legislation after 2 legislative days fromthe tine
the bill was accepted fromthe Legislative Services Division.

H40- 20. House resolutions. (1) A House resolution is used
to adopt or anmend House rul es, nmake recommendati ons on the
districting and apportionnent plan (Montana Constitution, Art. V,
Sec. 14), express the sentinent of the House, or assist House
oper at i ons.

(2) As to drafting, introduction, and referral, a House
resolution is treated as a bill. A House resolution nay be
requested and introduced at any tinme. Final passage of a House
resolution is determned by the Commttee of the Wwole report. A
House resol uti on does not progress to third reading.

(3) The Chief Cerk shall transmt a copy of each passed
House resolution to the Senate and the Secretary of State.

H40- 30. Cosponsors. (1) Prior to submtting legislation to
the Chief Cerk for introduction, the chief sponsor nay add
representatives and senators as cosponsors. A |egislator shal
sign the cosponsor formattached to the legislation in order to
be added as a cosponsor.

(2) After legislation is submtted for introduction but
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before the legislation returns fromthe first House commttee,
the chief sponsor may add or renove cosponsors by filing a
cosponsor formwith the Chief Cerk. This filing nust be noted by
the Chief Cerk for the record on Order of Business No. 11

H40- 40. Introduction -- receipt -- nessages from Senate and
el ected officials. (1) During a session, proposed House
| egi sl ation may be introduced in the House by submtting it,
endorsed with the signature of a representative as chief sponsor,
to the Chief Cerk for introduction. Except for the first 15 bil
nunbers that may be reserved for preintroduced |egislation, in
each session of the Legislature, the proposed |egislation nust be
nunber ed consecutively by type in the order of receipt.

Subm ssi on and nunbering of properly endorsed |egislation
constitutes introduction.

(2) Preintroduction of legislation prior to a session under
provi sions of the joint rules constitutes introduction in the
House.

(3) Acknow edgnent by the Chief Cerk of receipt of
| egislation or other matters transmtted fromthe Senate for
consi deration by the House constitutes introduction of the Senate
| egislation in the House or receipt by the House for purposes of
applying time limts contained in the House rules. Al
| egislation may be referred to a conmttee prior to being read
across the rostrumas provided in H40-50.

(4) Acknow edgnent by the Chief Cerk of receipt of
nmessages fromthe Senate or other elected officials constitutes
recei pt by the House for purposes of any applicable tinme limt.

22 LC HRO1



© 00 N oo o B~ wWw N P

N N N N NN NN R P PR R R R R R R
N~ o o0 A WON P O O 00O N OO0~ O DN O

Unofficial Draft Copy
As of: Novenmber 30, 2016 (7:29am

LCHRO1
Senate | egislation or messages received fromthe Senate or
el ected officials are subject to all other rules.
H40-50. First reading -- receipt of Senate |egislation.

Legi slation properly introduced or received in the House nust be
announced across the rostrum and public notice provided. This
announcenent constitutes first reading, and no debate or notion
is in order except that a representative may question adherence
to rules. Acknow edgnent by the Chief Cerk of receipt of
legislation transmtted fromthe Senate commences the tine limt
for consideration of the legislation. Al |egislation received
by the House may be referred to a committee prior to being read
across the rostrum

H40- 60. One readi ng per day -- exception. Except on the
final legislative day, |legislation my receive no nore than one
readi ng per legislative day. On the final |egislative day,
| egi sl ation may receive nore than one reading.

H40- 70. Referral. (1) The Speaker shall refer to a House
commttee, joint select commttee, or joint special comrttee al
properly introduced House |l egislation and transmtted Senate
| egislation in conformty to the commttee jurisdiction.

(2) Legislation may not receive final passage and approval
unless it has been referred to a House committee, joint select
commttee, or joint special commttee.

H40-80. Rereferral -- Appropriations Conmmttee rereferral --
normal progression. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2),
| egislation that is in the possession of the House and that has
not been finally disposed of nay be rereferred to a House
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commttee by House notion approved by not |ess than three-fifths
of the menbers present and voting.

(2) (a) Legislation that is in the possession of the House
and that has been reported froma conmttee with a do pass or be
concurred in recomrendati on may be rereferred to a House
commttee by a majority vote.

(b) (i) Wth the consent of the majority |eader, the
mnority | eader, and the bill sponsor, |egislation that has
passed second reading in the Conmttee of the Wwol e and that has
been rereferred to the Appropriations Conmittee pursuant to
H40-80(2)(a) and is reported fromcomittee w thout anmendnents
may be placed on third readi ng.

(ii) Prior to being placed on third reading, |egislation
rereferred pursuant to H40-80(2)(b)(i) nust be sent to be
processed and reproduced as a third readi ng version and
specifically marked as havi ng been passed on second readi ng and
rereferred to the House Appropriations Commttee and reported
fromthe conmttee w thout amendnents.

(3) The normal progress of legislation through the House
consists of the following steps in the order |isted:
introduction; referral to a standing or select conmttee; a
report fromthe conmttee; second reading; and third reading.

H40- 90. Legislation withdrawn fromcommttee. (1) Except as
provi ded in subsection (2), legislation nmay be withdrawn froma
House comm ttee by House notion approved by not |ess than
three-fifths of the nenbers present and voti ng.

(2) For the 2015 Session, the nmpjority party | eadership and

24 LC HRO1



© 00 N oo o B~ wWw N P

N N N N NN NN R P PR R R R R R R
N~ o o0 A WON P O O 00O N OO0~ O DN O

Unofficial Draft Copy
As of: Novenmber 30, 2016 (7:29am
LCHRO1

the mnority party | eadership nmay each nake up to six separate
requests to withdraw a bill froma House committee, and these
requests require only a sinple ngjority of those present and
voting to withdraw a bill froma House comm ttee.

H40- 100. Standing conmmttee reports -- requirenent for
rejection of adverse conmttee report. (1) A House standing
committee reconmendati on of "do pass" or "be concurred in" nust
be announced across the rostrumand, if there is no objection to
form is considered adopted.

(2) A recommendation of "do not pass” or "be not concurred
in" must be announced across the rostrum and, on the follow ng
| egi sl ati ve day, may be debated and adopted or rejected on O der
of Business No. 2. A notion to reject an adverse commttee report
nmust be approved by not less than three-fifths of the nenbers
voting. Failure to adopt a notion to reject an adverse conmttee
report constitutes adoption of the report.

(3) If the House rejects an adverse committee report, the
bill progresses to second reading, as schedul ed by the Speaker,
wi th any amendnents reconmended by the comm ttee.

H40- 110. Consent cal endar procedure. (1) Noncontroversi al
bills and sinple and joint resolutions may be recommended for the
consent cal endar by a standing comm ttee and processed accordi ng
to the follow ng provisions:

(a) To be eligible for the consent cal endar, the
| egi sl ation nmust receive a unani nous vote by the nenbers of the
standing commttee in attendance (do pass, do pass as amnended).

In addition, a notion nust be nade and passed unaninmously to
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pl ace the legislation on the consent cal endar and this action
reflected in the commttee report. Appropriation or revenue
bills may not be recomended for the consent cal endar.

(b) The legislation nust then be sent to be processed and
reproduced as a third reading version and specifically narked as
a "consent cal endar” item

(2) Oher legislation my be placed on the consent cal endar
by agreenent between the Speaker and the minority |eader
following a positive recommendati on by a standing conmttee. The
| egi sl ation nmust be sent to be processed as a second reading
version but must be specifically announced and posted as a
"consent cal endar” item

(3) Legislation nust be posted imediately (as soon as it
is received appropriately printed) on the consent cal endar and
must remain there for 1 legislative day before consideration
under Order of Business No. 11, special orders of the day. At
that time, the presiding officer shall announce consi deration of
t he consent cal endar and all ow "reasonable tine" for questions
and answers upon request. No debate is all owed.

(4) |If any one representative submts a witten objection
to the placenent of |egislation on the consent cal endar, the
| egi sl ation must be renoved fromthe consent cal endar and added
to the regular second readi ng board.

(5) Consent calendar legislation will be considered on
Order of Business No. 8, third reading of bills, follow ng the
regul ar third readi ng agenda, as separately noted on the agenda.

(6) Legislation on the consent cal endar nmust be consi dered
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individually with the roll call vote spread on the journal as the
final vote in the House.

(7) Legislation passed on the consent cal endar must then be
transmtted to the Senate. Legislation nust be appropriately
printed prior to transmttal.

H40- 120. Legislation requiring other than a najority vote.
Legislation that requires other than a majority vote for final
passage needs only a majority vote for any action that is taken
prior to third reading and that normally requires a majority
vot e.

H40- 130. Anmendi ng House second and third readi ng agendas --
vote requirenments. (1) A majority of representatives present nmay
rearrange or renove |egislation fromeither the second or third
readi ng agenda on that |egislative day.

(2) Legislation may be added to the second or third reading
agenda on that legislative day on a notion approved by not |ess
than three-fifths of the menbers present and voting.

H40- 140. Second reading -- timng -- obverse vote on failed
nmotion -- status of anmendnents -- rejection of report --
segregation. (1) Legislation returned or withdrawn fromconmttee
by notion nust be placed on second reading prior to the
transmttal deadlines provided for in Joint Rule 40-200 that are
applicable to each piece of |egislation.

(2) The House shall formitself into a Conmttee of the
Whol e to consi der business on second reading. The Conmittee of
t he Whol e nay debate | egislation, attach anmendnents, and
recommend approval or disapproval of |egislation.
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(3) Except on the final legislative day, at least 1
| egi sl ative day nust el apse between the tine legislation is
reported fromconmttee and the tinme it is considered on second
r eadi ng.

(4) If anmotion to recommend that a bill "do pass" or "be
concurred in" fails in the Commttee of the Wole, the obverse,
i.e., a recomendation that the bill "do not pass" or "be not
concurred in", is considered to have passed. |If a notion to
recommend that a bill "do not pass" or "be not concurred in"
fails in the Conmttee of the Wiole, the obverse, i.e., a
recommendation that the bill "do pass” or "be concurred in", is
consi dered to have passed.

(5) An anendnent attached to legislation by the Conmttee
of the Wol e remains unl ess renoved by further |egislative
action.

(6) Wen the Conmittee of the Wole reports to the House,

t he House shall adopt or reject the Commttee of the Whole
report. If the House rejects the Commttee of the Whole report,
the |l egislation remains on second readi ng, as anended by the
Conmittee of the Wiol e, unless the House orders otherw se.

(7) A representative may nove to segregate |legislation from
the Commttee of the Whole report before the report is adopted.
Segregated | egislation, as anended by the Cormittee of the Whol e,
nmust be placed on second readi ng unl ess the House orders
ot herwi se. Anendnents adopted by the Commttee of the Wole on
segregated | egislation renmain adopted unl ess reconsi dered
pursuant to H50-170 or unless the legislation is rereferred to a
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conmi ttee.

H40- 150. Amendnents in the Commttee of the Wiole -- timng
-- official records. (1) All Commttee of the Whol e anmendnents
nmust be prepared by the Legislative Services Division and checked
by the House anendnents coordinator for format, style, clarity,
consi stency, and other factors, in accordance with the nost
recent Bill Drafting Manual published by the Legislative Services
Di vision, before the anendnent may be accepted at the rostrum
The anendment form nust include the date and tinme the anendnent
is submtted for that check

(2) An anendnment submitted to the rostrum for consideration
by the Conmittee of the Wl e nust be nmarked as checked by the
anmendnent s coordi nator and signed by a representative. Unless
the majority leader, the mnority | eader, and sponsor agree,
anmendnents nmust be printed and placed on the nenbers' desks prior
to consideration.

(3) An anendnment nmay not be proposed until the sponsor has
opened on a bill.

(4) A copy of every anendnment rejected by the Conmmttee of
t he Whol e nust be kept as part of the official records.

(5) An anendnment nmay not change the original purpose of the
bill.

H40- 160. Motions in the Commttee of the Wiole -- quorum
required. (1) Wen the House resolves itself into a Commttee of
the Whole, the only notions in order are to:

(a) reconmend passage or nonpassage;

(b) reconmend concurrence or nonconcurrence (Senate
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anmendnents to House | egislation);

(c) anend;

(d) reconsider as provided in H50-170;

(e) pass consideration;

(f) «call for cloture;

(g) change the order in which legislation is placed on the
agenda; and

(h) rise, rise and report, or rise and report progress and
beg | eave to sit again.

(2) Subsections (1)(d) through (1)(f) and (1)(h) are
nondebat abl e but may be anended. Once a notion under subsection
(1)(a) or (1)(b) is nade, a contrary notion is not in order.

(3) The notions listed in subsection (1) nmay be nade in
descendi ng order as |isted.

(4) If a quorumof representatives is not present during
second reading, the Commttee of the Whole may not conduct
busi ness on legislation and a notion for a call of the House
wi thout a quorumis in order.

H40-170. Limts on debate in the Conmttee of the Wwole. (1)
Except as provided in H40-180, a representative may not speak
nore than once on the notion and nay speak for no nore than 5
m nutes. The representative who nakes the notion may speak a
second tine for 5 mnutes in order to close.

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), after at
| east two proponents and two opponents have spoken on a question
and 30 m nutes have el apsed fromthe point in tinme that the
sponsor's opening remarks on the notion end and debate on the
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notion begins, a notion to call for cloture is in order.

(b) (i) The 30-minute tolling requirenment for a cloture
noti on nmade pursuant to subsection (2)(a) does not include tine
spent on floor debate of a substitute notion to amend the
ori ginal question.

(i1i) Each substitute notion to anmend the original question
is subject to a cloture notion and the cloture requirenents
provided for in this rule.

(itii) Once a substitute notion to anmend is dispensed with
and there are no other substitute notions to anend, the 30-m nute
tolling requirenent for the original question pursuant to
subsection (2)(a) resunmes fromthe point in time in which the
first substitute notion to anmend was mnade.

(c) Approval by not less than two-thirds of the nmenbers
present and voting is required to sustain a notion for cloture.
Not wi t hst andi ng the passage of a notion to end debate, the
sponsor of the notion on which debate was ended may cl ose.

(3) By previous agreenent of the majority |eader and the
mnority | eader:

(a) a lead proponent and a | ead opponent nmay be granted
additional time to speak on a bill;

(b) a bill or resolution may be all ocated a predetern ned
anount of tinme for debate and nunber of speakers.

H40- 180. Speci al provisions for debate on the general
appropriations bill -- sections -- anendnents. (1) The
Appropriations Conmittee chairman, in presenting the bill, is not
subject to the 5-m nute speaking limtation.
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(2) Each appropriations subcommttee chairman shall fully
present the chairman's portion of the bill. A subconmttee
chairman is not subject to the 5-mnute speaking limtation.

(3) After the presentation by the subconm ttee chairnan,
the respective section of the bill is open for debate, questions,
and anendnments. A proposed anmendnent to the general
appropriations act may not be divided.

(4) An anendnment that affects nore than one section of the
bill rust be offered when the first section affected is
consi der ed.

(5) Follow ng conpletion of the debate on each section,
that section is closed and may not be reopened except by majority
vot e.

(6) |If a nmenber noves to reopen a section for amendnent,
only the anendnent of that nenber nay be entertained. Another
menber wi shing to anmend the sanme section shall nmake a separate
notion to reopen the section.

(7) Debate on the notion to reopen a sectionis limted to
t he question of reopening the section. The anmendnent itself may
not be debated at that tinme. This limtation does not prohibit
t he nenber from expl ai ning the anendnment to be consi der ed.

H40- 190. Engrossing. (1) After legislation is passed on
second reading, it nust be engrossed within 48 hours under the
direction of the Speaker. The Speaker nmay grant additional tine
for engrossing.

(2) Wen the legislation that has passed second reading, as
anended, has been correctly engrossed, it must be placed on third
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reading on the following legislative day. If the bill is not
anended, the bill nust be sent to printing and nust be placed on

third reading on the legislative day after receipt. On the final

| egi sl ative day, the correctly engrossed |egislation nay be

pl aced on third reading on the sanme | egislative day. For the

pur poses of this rule, "engrossing” neans placing anendnents in a
bill. (See Joint Rule 40-150.)

H40- 200. Third reading. (1) Al bills, joint resolutions,
and Senate anendnents to House bills and joint resolutions
passi ng second readi ng nust be placed on third readi ng the day
following the recei pt of the engrossing or other appropriate
printing report.

(2) Legislation on third reading may not be amended or
debat ed.

(3) The Speaker shall state the question on |egislation on
third reading. If a majority of the representatives voting does
not approve the legislation, it fails to pass third readi ng.

H40- 210. Senate legislation in the House. Senate |egislation
properly transmtted to the House nust be treated as House
| egi sl ation.

H40- 220. Senate anmendnents to House legislation. (1) Wen
the Senate has properly returned House | egislation with Senate
amendnents, the House shall announce the anmendnments on Order of
Busi ness No. 4, and the Speaker shall place them on second
readi ng for debate. The Speaker nmay rerefer House | egislation
wi th Senate anendnents to a conmttee for a hearing if the Senate
anmendnents constitute a significant change in the House
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| egi sl ation. The second reading vote is |imted to consideration
of the Senate anendnents.

(2) |If the House accepts Senate anmendnents, the House shal
pl ace the final formof the legislation on third reading to
determne if the legislation, as anended, is passed or if the
required vote is obtained.

(3) If the House rejects the Senate anendnents, the House
may request the Senate to recede fromits anmendnents or may
di rect appoi ntnent of a conference committee and request the
Senate to appoint a like conmttee.

H40- 230. Conference conmittee reports. (1) Wen a House
conference committee files a report, the report nust be announced
under Order of Business No. 3.

(2) The House may debate and adopt or reject the conference
committee report on second reading on any |l egislative day. The
House may reconsider its action in rejecting a conference
commttee report under rules for reconsideration, H50-160.

(3) If both the House and the Senate adopt the sane
conference commttee report on legislation requiring nore than a
majority vote for final passage, the House, follow ng approval of
the conference conmmttee report on third reading, shall place the
final formof the legislation on third reading to determne if
the required vote i s obtained.

(4) |If the House rejects a conference commttee report, the
commttee continues to exist unless dissolved by the Speaker or
by notion. The committee may file a subsequent report.

(5) A House conference commttee may confer regarding
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matters assigned to it with any Senate conference commttee with
like jurisdiction and submt recommendati ons for consideration of
t he House.

H40- 240. Enrolling. (1) Wen House | egislation has passed
bot h houses, it nust be enrolled within 48 hours under the
direction of the Speaker. The Speaker nmay grant additional tine
for enrolling.

(2) The chief sponsor of the legislation shall exam ne the
enrolled legislation and, if it has no enrolling errors, shall,
within 1 legislative day, certify the legislation as correctly
enrol | ed.

(3) The correctly enrolled |egislation nust be delivered to
t he Speaker, who shall sign the |egislation.

(4) After the legislation has been reported correctly
enroll ed but before it is signed, any representative nmay exani ne
the legislation. (See Joint Rule 40-160.)

H40- 250. Governor's anmendnents. (1) Wien the Governor
returns a bill with recormended anmendnents, the House shal
announce the anmendnents under Order of Business No. 5.

(2) The House may debate and adopt or reject the Governor's
recommended anmendnents on second readi ng on any | egislative day.

(3) If both the House and the Senate accept the Governor's
recommended amendnents on a bill that requires nore than a
majority vote for final passage, the House shall place the final
formof the legislation on third reading to determne if the
required vote i s obtained.

H40- 260. Governor's veto. (1) Wen the Governor returns a
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bill with a veto, the House shall announce the veto under Order
of Business No. 5.

(2) On any legislative day, a representative nmay nove to
override the Governor's veto by a two-thirds vote under Order of
Busi ness No. 9.

CHAPTER 5
Fl oor Actions

H50- 10. Attendance -- excuse -- call of the House. (1) A
representative, unless excused, is required to be present at
every sitting of the House.

(2) A representative may request in witing to be excused
for a specified cause by the representative's party |eader. This
excused absence is not a | eave with cause froma call of the
House.

H50-20. Quorum (1) A quorum of the House is fifty-one
representatives (Mntana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 10).

(2) Any representative may question the |lack of a quorum at
any time a vote is not being taken. The question i s nondebat abl e,
may not be anmended, and is resolved by a roll call.

(3) The House may not conduct business w thout a quorum
except that representatives present nay convene, conpel the
attendance of absent representatives, or adjourn.

H50-30. Call of the House without a quorum (1) In the
absence of a quorum a nmajority of the representatives present
may conpel the attendance of absent representatives through a
call of the House without a quorum The notion for the call is
nondebat abl e, may not be anmended, and is in order at any tine it
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has been established that a quorumis not present.

(2) During a call of the House, all business is suspended.
No notion is in order except a notion to adjourn or to renove the
cal | .

(3) Wen a quorum has been achi eved under the call, the
call is automatically lifted. The call may also be lifted by
adj ournment or by two-thirds of the representatives present and
vot i ng.

H50-50. Leave with cause during call of the House. (1)
During a call of the House, a representative with an overriding
nmedi cal or personal reason may request a | eave with cause.

(2) If the representative is present at the tinme of the
call, the Speaker nmay approve a request for a | eave with cause.

(3) If the representative is not present at the tine of the
call, two-thirds of the representatives present and voting may
approve a request for |leave with cause.

(4) During a call of the House, a representative on | eave
wi th cause may not cast an absentee vote.

H50- 60. Openi ng and order of business. The opening of each
| egi sl ative day nust include an invocation, the pledge of
al l egiance, and roll call. Follow ng the opening, the order of
busi ness of the House is as foll ows:

(1) conmunications and petitions;

(2) reports of standing conmmttees;

(3) reports of select commttees;

(4) nessages fromthe Senate;

(5) nessages fromthe Governor;
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(6) first reading and commtnent of bills;

(7) second reading of bills;

(8) third reading of bills;

(9) notions;

(10) unfinished busi ness;

(11) special orders of the day; and

(12) announcenent of commttee neetings.

H50- 70. Motions. (1) Any representative nmay propose a notion
allowed by the rules for the order of business under which the
notion is offered for the consideration of the House. Unless
ot herwi se specified in rule or law, a mgjority of representatives
voting is necessary and sufficient to decide a notion.

(2) Seconds to notions on the House floor are not required.

(3) Absentee votes are not allowed on votes that are
specified as "representatives present and voting".

(4) The mpjority |eader shall nake routine procedural
notions required to conduct the business of the House.

H50-80. Limts on debate of debatable notions. (1) Except
for the representative who places a debatable notion before the
body, no representative nmay speak nore than once on the question
unl ess a unani nous House consents. The representative who pl aces
the notion may cl ose.

(2) No representative may speak for nore than 10 m nutes on
t he sane question, except that a representative may have 5
m nutes to cl ose.

H50- 90. Nondebat abl e notions. (1) A representative has the
right to understand any question before the House and, usually
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under the adm nistration of the presiding officer, may ask
guestions to exercise this right.

(2) The follow ng notions are nondebat abl e:

(a) to adjourn pursuant to H50-250;

(b) for a call of the House;

(c) to recess or rise;

(d) for parliamentary inquiry;

(e) to table or take fromthe table

(f) to call for the previous question or cloture;
(g) to anend a nondebatabl e notion;

(h) to divide a question;

(i) to suspend the rules;

(j) all incidental notions, such as notions relating to

voting or of a general procedural nature;

(k) to appeal a call to order;

(1) to question the lack of a quorum pursuant to H50-20;
and

(m to change a vote pursuant to H50-210.

H50- 100. Questions. A representative nmay, through the
presiding officer, ask questions of another representative during
a floor session. There is no limt on questions and answers,
except as provided in H20-50.

H50- 110. Amending notions -- limtations. (1) A
representative may nove to anmend the specific provisions of a
notion w t hout changing its substance.

(2) No nore than one notion to anend a notion is in order
at any one tine.
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(3) Anotion for a call of the House, for the previous
guestion, to table, or to take fromthe table may not be anended.

H50- 120. Substitute notions. (1) Wen a question is before
t he House, no substitute notion nay be nade except the follow ng,
whi ch have precedence in the order |isted:

(a) to adjourn (nondebatable H50-90 and H50-250);

(b) for a call of the House (nondebatabl e H50-90);

(c) to recess or rise (nondebatable H50-90);

(d) for a question of privilege;

(e) to table (nondebatable H50-90);

(f) to call for the previous question or cloture;

(g) to postpone consideration to a day certain;

(h) to refer to a commttee; and

(i) to propose anmendnents.

(2) Nothing in this section allows a notion that woul d not
ot herwi se be all owed under a particular order of business.

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), no nore
t han one substitute notion is in order at any one tine.

(b) A notion for cloture is in order on a substitute notion
to anend.

H50- 130. Wt hdrawi ng notions. A representative who proposes
a notion may withdraw it before it is voted on or anended.

H50- 140. Dividing a question. Except as provided in
H40- 180(3), a representative may request to divide a question as
a matter of right if it includes two or nore propositions so
distinct that they can be separated and if at |east one
substantive question renmains after one substantive question is
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removed. The request is nondebatable under H50-90. The presiding
officer may rule that a question is nondivisible. The ruling of
the chair nay be appeal ed as provided in H50-160(14) or (16) and
H70-50. For an appeal of a ruling of the presiding officer, the
guestion for the house nust be stated as, "Shall the ruling of
the chair be uphel d?".

H50- 150. Previ ous question -- close. (1) If a majority of
representatives present and voting adopts a notion for the
previ ous question, debate is closed on the question and it mnust
be brought to a vote. The Speaker may not entertain a notion to
end debate unl ess at | east one proponent and one opponent have
spoken on the question.

(2) Notwi thstandi ng the passage of a notion to end debate,
t he sponsor of the notion on which debate was ended may cl ose.

H50- 160. Questions requiring other than a majority vote. The
foll ow ng questions require the vote specified for each
condi tion:

100 House Menbers

(1) a notion to approve a bill to appropriate the principal
of the tobacco settlenent trust fund pursuant to Article X1,
section 4, of the Montana Constitution (two-thirds);

(2) a notion to approve a bill to appropriate the principal
of the coal severance tax trust fund pursuant to Article |IX
section 5, of the Montana Constitution (three-fourths);

(3) a notion to approve a bill to appropriate highway
revenue, as described in Article VIIl, section 6, of the Mntana
Constitution, for purposes other than therein described
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(three-fifths);
(4) a notion to approve a bill to authorize creation of
state debt pursuant to Article VIII, section 8, of the Mntana

Constitution (two-thirds);

(5 a notion to appropriate the principal of the noxious
weed managenent trust fund pursuant to Article I X, section 6, of
t he Montana Constitution (three-fourths);

(6) a notion to tenporarily suspend a joint rule governing
the procedure for handling bills pursuant to Joint Rule 60-10(2)
(two-thirds).

Menbers Present and Voting

(1) a notion to override the Governor's veto pursuant to
H40- 260 and Article VI, section 10(3), of the Mntana
Constitution (two-thirds);

(2) anmtionto lift a call of the House pursuant to
H50-30(3) (two-thirds);

(3) anotionto rerefer a bill fromone commttee to
anot her pursuant to H40-80(1) (three-fifths);

(4) except as provided in H40-90(2), a notion to withdraw a
bill froma comrittee pursuant to H40-90 (three-fifths);

(5 anotion to add legislation to the second or third
readi ng agenda on that day pursuant to H40-130(2) (three-fifths);

(6) a notion to renove legislation fromits normal progress
t hrough the House as provided under H40-80(3) and reassign it
unl ess otherw se specifically provided by these rules, such as
H40-80(2) (three-fifths);

(7) a notion to change a vote pursuant to H50-210
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(unani mous) ;

(8 anotion to call for cloture pursuant to H40-170(2)
(two-thirds);

(9) a notion to approve a bill conferring inmunity from
suit as described in Article Il, section 18, of the Mntana
Constitution (two-thirds);

(10) a notion to anend rul es pursuant to H70-10(2) or
suspend rul es pursuant to H70-30 (two-thirds);

(11) a notion to overturn an adverse comittee report
pursuant to H40-100(2) (three-fifths);

(12) a notion to record a vote pursuant to H50-200(2) (one
representative);

(13) a notion to record a vote in the journal (two
representatives);

(14) an appeal of the ruling of the presiding officer
pursuant to H20-20(1) or H20-80(2) (three representatives);

(15) a notion to speak nore than once on a debatable notion
pursuant to H50-80(1) (unani nous vote);

(16) a notion to appeal the presiding officer's
interpretation of the rules to the House Rules Conmttee pursuant
to H70-50 (15 representatives).

Entire Legislature

(1) a notion to approve a bill proposing to amend the
Mont ana Constitution pursuant to Article XIV, section 8, of the
Mont ana Constitution (two-thirds of the entire Legislature).

H50- 170. Reconsideration -- time restriction. (1) Any
representative may, within 1 |egislative day of a vote, nove to
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reconsi der the House vote on any matter still within the control
of the House.

(2) A notion to reconsider is a debatable notion, but the
debate is limted to the notion. The debate on a notion to
reconsider is limted to two proponents and two opponents to the
notion and the debate nay not address the substance of the matter
for which reconsideration is sought. However, an inquiry my be
made concerning the purpose of the notion to reconsider.

(3) A notion for reconsideration, unless tabled or repl aced
by a substitute notion, nmust be disposed of when nade.

(4) Wen a notion for reconsideration fails, the question
is finally settled. A notion for reconsideration may not be
renewed or reconsidered.

(5 A nnotion to recall legislation fromthe Senate
constitutes a notion to reconsider and is subject to the sane
rul es.

(6) A notion for reconsideration is not in order on a vote
to postpone to a day certain or to table |egislation.

(7) There may be only one reconsideration vote on a
specific issue on a |legislative day.

H50- 180. Renewi ng procedural notions. The House may renew a
procedural notion if further House business has intervened.

H50- 190. Tabling. (1) Under Order of Business No. 9, a
representative may nove to table any question, notion, or
| egi sl ati on before the House except the question of a quorumor a
call of the House. The notion is nondebatable and may not be
anmended.
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(2) Wen a matter has been tabled, a representative nmay
nove to take it fromthe table under Order of Business No. 9 on
any | egislative day.

H50- 200. Voting -- conflict of interest -- present by
el ectronic nmeans. (1) The representatives shall vote to decide
any notion or question properly before the House. Each
representati ve has one vote.

(2) The House may, w thout objection, use a voice vote on
procedural notions that are not required to be recorded in the
journal. If a representative rises and objects, the House shal
record the vote.

(3) The House shall record the vote on all substantive
guestions. If the voting systemis inoperable, the Chief Cerk
shall record the representatives' votes by other neans.

(4) A nenber who is present shall vote unless the nenber
has disclosed a conflict of interest to the House.

(5) A nenber may be present for a vote by el ectronic neans.

H50- 210. Changing a vote -- consent required. (1) A
representative may nove to change the representative's vote
within 1 legislative day of the vote. The notion is nondebat abl e.
The nmotion nmust be made on Order of Business No. 9, notions. Al
of the menbers present and voting are required to consent to the
change in order for it to be effective.

(2) The representative making the notion shall first
specify the bill nunber, the question, and the original vote
tally. A vote may not be changed if it would affect the outcone
of | egislation.
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(3) A vote change nust be entered into the journal as a
notation that the nenber's vote was changed. The original
printed vote will not be reprinted to reflect the change.

(4) An error caused by a malfunction of the voting system
may be corrected w thout a vote.

H50- 220. Absentee votes -- restrictions. (1) An excused
representative may file an absentee vote authorization formto
vote during the excused absence on any vote for which absentee
voting is allowed.

(2) An excused representative shall sign an absentee vote
authorization formthat specifies the notion and the desired
vot e.

(3) The absentee vote authorization formnust be handed in
at the rostrumby the party whip or designated representative
before voting on the notion has comenced.

(4) The absentee vote authorization may be revoked before
the vote by the nmenber who signed the authorization.

(5) Absentee voting is not allowed on third reading or on
notions specified as present and voting pursuant to H50-70.

H50- 230. Recess. The House may stand at ease or recess under
any order of business by order of the Speaker or a mpjority vote.
The recess may be ended at the call of the chair or at a tine
speci fi ed.

H50- 240. Adjournnment for a legislative day. (1) A
representative may nove that the House adjourn for that
| egi sl ative day. The notion is nondebatabl e and may be nade under
any order of business except Order of Business No. 7.
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(2) A notion to adjourn for a legislative day nust specify
a date and tinme for the House to convene on the subsequent
| egi sl ative day.

H50- 250. Adj ournnment sine die. Subject to Article V, section
10(5), of the Montana Constitution, a representative nay nove
that the House adjourn for the session. The notion is
nondebat abl e and may be made under any order of business except
Order of Business No. 7.

CHAPTER 6
Mot i ons

H60- 10. Proposal for consideration. (1) Every question
presented to the House or a commttee nust be submtted as a
definite proposition.

(2) A representative has the right to understand any
guestion before the House and, under the authority of the
presiding officer, may ask questions to exercise this right.

H60- 20. Nondebat abl e notions. The followi ng notions, in
addition to any other notion specifically designated, nust be
deci ded wi thout debate:

(1) to adjourn;

(2) for a call of the House;

(3) to recess or rise;

(4) for parliamentary inquiry;

(5) to table or to take fromthe table;

(6) to call for the previous question or for cloture;

(7) to anend a nondebatabl e notion;

(8) to divide a question;

a7 LC HRO1



© 00 N oo o B~ wWw N P

N N N N NN NN R P PR R R R R R R
N~ o o0 A WON P O O 00O N OO0~ O DN O

(9)
(10)

voting or

Unofficial Draft Copy
As of: Novenmber 30, 2016 (7:29am
LCHRO1

to suspend the rules; and
all incidental notions, such as notions relating to

of a general procedural nature.

H60-30. Mbdtions allowed during debate. (1) Wen a

guestion is under debate, only the following notions are in

order. The notions have precedence in the follow ng order:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
()
(9)
(h)
(i)
(2)
ot herw se

(3)

to adj ourn;

for a call of the House;

to recess or rise;

for a question of privilege;

to table or take fromthe table

to call for the previous question or cloture;

to postpone consideration to a day certain;

to refer or rerefer; and

to propose anmendnents.

This section does not allow a notion that woul d not
be all owed under a particul ar order of business.

Only one substitute notion is in order at any tine.

H60-40. Mdtions to adjourn or recess. (1) Anotion to

adjourn or recess is always in order, except:

(a)
(b)
the fina

(c)

when the House is voting on another notion;
when the previous question has been ordered and before
vot e;

when a nmenber entitled to the floor has not yielded for

t hat purpose; or

(d)

when busi ness has not been transacted after the defeat

of a notion to adjourn or recess.
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(2) A notion to adjourn sine die pursuant to H50-250 is
subject to Article V, section 10(5), of the Montana Constitution.
(3) The vote by which a notion to adjourn or recess is

carried or fails is not subject to a notion to reconsider.

H60-50. Mdtion to table. (1) A notion to table, if
carried, has the effect of postponing action on the proposition
to which it was applied until superseded by a notion to take from
t he table.

(2) After a vote on a notion to table is carried or fails,

t he notion cannot be reconsi dered.

(3) Anotion to table is not in order after the previous
guestion has been ordered.

H60- 60. Mbdtion to postpone. A notion to postpone to a day
certain may be anended and is debatable within narrow limts. The
merits of the proposition that is the subject of the notion to
post pone nay not be debat ed.

H60- 70. Mdtion to refer. Wen a notion is made to refer a
subject to a standing committee or select commttee, the question
on the referral to a standing commttee nust be put first.

H60-80. Terns of debate on notion to refer or rerefer. (1)
A notion to refer or rerefer is debatable within narrow limts.
The nerits of the proposition that is the subject of the notion
may not be debat ed.

(2) A notion to refer or rerefer with instructions is fully
debat abl e.

H60- 100. Moving the previous question after a notion to
table. (1) |If a notionto table is made directly to a nmain
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notion, a notion for the previous question is not in order.

(2) If an anmendnent to a main notion is pending and a
notion to table is made, the previous question may be called on
the main notion, the pending anendnent, and the notion to table
t he amendnent .

H60- 110. Standard notions. The follow ng are standard
noti ons:

(1) noving House bills or resolutions on second reading,
"M ster/Madam Chairman, | nove that when this conmttee does rise
and report after having under consideration House Bill __ |, that
it reconmend the sane (do pass)/(do pass as anended)/(do not
pass)."

(2) noving Senate bills and Senate anmendnents to House
bills, "Mster/Madam Chairman, | nove that when this committee

does rise and report after having under consideration Senate Bil

| Senate anendnents to House Bill _ |, that it recommend the

sanme (be concurred in)/(be not concurred in)."

(3) Conmittee of the Wol e floor amendnents, "M ster/Madam
Chairman, | nove that House Bill _ /Senate Bill __ be anended
and request that the amendnent be posted and deened read.”

(4) introducing visitors, "M ster/Madam Speaker/ Chai r man,

request that we be off the record and out of the journal."

(5) changing a vote, "M ster Speaker, | would like ny vote
changed on House Bill __ /Senate Bill _ from(yes/no) to
(yes/no). The question on the bill was ( ) with a vote tally of

~_for and ___ against.”

(6) question another representative, "M ster/Madam
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Speaker/ Chai rman, woul d Representative __ vyield to a question?”
CHAPTER 7
Rul es
H70- 10. House rules -- anendnment -- report timng. (1) The

House may adopt, through a House resolution passed by a majority
of its menbers, rules to govern its proceedi ngs.

(2) After adoption of the House rules, two-thirds of the
representatives voting nust vote in favor of the question to
amend the rules.

(3) The Speaker shall refer to the House Rules Committee
all resolutions for House rules.

(4) The House Rules Commttee shall report all resolutions
for House rules within 1 | egislative day of referral.

H70-20. Tenure of rules. Rules adopted by the House remain
in effect until renoved by House resolution or until a new House
is elected and takes office.

H70- 30. Suspension of rules. The House nmay suspend a House
rule on a notion approved by not | ess than two-thirds of the
menbers voti ng

H70- 40. Suppl enmentary rules. Mason's Manual of Legislative
Procedure (2010) governs House proceedings in all cases not
covered by House rul es.

H70-50. Interpreting rules -- appeal. The Speaker shal
interpret all questions on House rules, subject to appeal by any
15 representatives to the House Rules Conmmittee. Unless the del ay
woul d cause legislation to fail to neet a schedul ed deadline, the
House Rul es Commttee nmay consider and report on the appeal on
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the next legislative day. The decision of the House Rul es
Comm ttee may be appealed to the House by any representative.

H70-60. Joint rul es superseded. A House rule, insofar as it
relates to the internal proceedings of the House, supersedes a
joint rule.

Appendi x

(1) Except as provided in subsections (2) through (4),
| egi slation dealing with an enunerated subject nust be referred
to a standing commttee as foll ows:

Agriculture: Agriculture; country of origin |abeling for
products; crops; crop insurance; farm subsidies; fuel produced
fromgrain; grazing (other than state |and | eases); irrigation;
livestock; poultry; and weed control.

Appropriations: Appropriations for the Legislature, general
government, and bondi ng, including suppl enental appropriations
and the coal severance tax.

Busi ness and Labor: Al cohol regulation other than taxation;
associ ations; corporations; credit transactions; enploynent;
financial institutions; ganbling; insurance; |abor unions;
partnerships; private sector pensions and pension pl ans;
pr of essi ons and occupations other than the practice of |aw
sal ari es and wages; sal es; secured transactions; securities
regul ati on other than crim nal provisions; sports other than
hunti ng, fishing, and conpetition water sports; trade regul ation;
unenpl oynment insurance; the Uniform Comrercial Code; and workers
conpensati on.

Educati on: Hi gher education; hone schools; K-12 education;
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religion in schools; school buildings and other structures;
school libraries and university systemlibraries; school safety;
school sports; school staff other than teachers; schoo
transportation; students; teachers; and vocational education and
trai ni ng.

Et hi cs: Ethical standards applicable to nenbers, officers,
and enpl oyees of the House and ethical standards for | obbyists.

Federal Rel ations, Energy, and Tel econmuni cations: Energy
generation and transm ssion; Indian reservations; international
relations; interstate cooperation and conpacts, except those
relating to |l aw enforcenent and water conpacts; relations with
the federal government; relations with sovereign Indian tribes;

t el ecommuni cations; and utilities other than nunicipal utilities.

Fish, WIldlife, and Parks: Fish; fishing; hunting; outdoor
recreation; parks other than those owned by | ocal governnents;
relations with federal and state governnents concerning fish and
wildlife; Virginia City and Nevada City; water sports; and
wildlife.

Human Servi ces: Devel opnental |y di sabl ed persons; disabl ed
persons; health; health and disability insurance; housing; human
services; nental illness or incapacity; retirement other than
pensi ons and pension plans; senior citizens; tobacco regulation
ot her than taxation; and welfare.

Judiciary: Abortion; arbitration and nediation; civil
procedure; constitutional anendnents; consumer protection;
contracts; corrections; courts; crimnal law, crimnal procedure;
di scrimnation; evidence; famly |law, fees inposed by or relating
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to the court system guaranty; human rights; inpeachnent;
indemity; judicial system landlord and tenant; |aw enforcenent;
liability and immunity fromliability; mnors; practice of |aw,
privacy; property law, religion other than in schools; state |aw
library; surety; torts; and trusts and estates.

Legislative Administration: Interimcomrittees and matters
related to legislative adm nistration, staffing patterns,
budget s, equi pnent, operations, and expenditures.

Local Governnent: Cities; consolidated governnents;
counties; libraries and parks owned or operated by | ocal
governments; | ocal devel opnent; |ocal government finance and
revenue; |ocal government officers and enpl oyees, |ocal planning;
special districts and other political subdivisions, except school
districts; towns; and zoni ng.

Nat ural Resources: Board of Land Conm ssioners; dans, except
for electrical generation; em ssion standards; environnental
protection; extractive activities; fires and fire protection,
except for a local governnent fire departnent; forests and
forestry; hazardous waste; mnes and m ning; natural gas; natural
resources; oil; pollution; solid waste; state |and, except state
parks; water and water rights; water bodies and water courses;
and wat er conpacts.

Rul es: House rules; joint rules; |egislative procedure;
jurisdictions of commttees; and rules of decorum

State Adm nistration: Admnistrative rules; arts and
antiquities; ballots; elections; initiative and referendum
procedures; mlitary affairs; public contracts and procurenent;
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public enployee retirement systens; state buil dings; state

enpl oyees; state enpl oyee benefits; state equi pnent and property,
except state |lands and state parks; state governnment generally;
state-owned |ibraries other than the state law |library; veterans;
and voti ng.

Taxation: Taxes other than fuel taxes.

Transportation: Fuel taxes; highways; railroads; roads;
traffic regulation; transportation generally; vehicles; and
vehi cl e safety.

(2) If a select commttee is created to address a specific
subject, then bills relating to that subject nust be assigned to
the select conmittee.

(3) (a) If legislation deals with nore than one subject and
the subjects are assigned to nore than one commttee, the bill
nmust be assigned to a class one commttee before a class two
conmittee and to a class two cormittee before a class three
commttee. If there is a conflict of subjects between the sane
class of commttees, then the bill nust be assigned by the
Speaker .

(b) If a bill contains substantive provisions dealing with
policy and an appropriation, the bill nust be referred to the
commttee with jurisdiction over the subject addressed in the
policy provisions. If the bill is reported fromthe commttee to
which it was assigned, the Speaker may rerefer the bill to the
Appropriations Conmittee. The referral nust be announced to the
House. The rereferral does not require action or approval by the
House, but nmay be overturned by a majority vote.
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(4) If a commttee chair upon consultation with the vice
chair determnes that the commttee cannot effectively process
all bills assigned to the commttee because of tine limtations,
the chair shall, in witing, request the Speaker to reassign
specific bills. The Speaker shall reassign the bills to an
appropriate conmttee. The reassignnments nust be announced to the
House. The reassignnments do not require action or approval by the

House, but nmay be overturned by a three-fifths vote.

- END -
{Nane : Todd M Everts
Title : Chi ef Legal Counsel / Code Comi ssi oner
Agency : LSD - Legal Services Ofice
Phone : 444- 4023
E- Mai | : teverts@rt. gov}
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